
AS 334      

Race, Caste and Religion in India & the United States 

  

Instructor: Dr. Arvind Mandair        M/W    

Office:            Thayer  Building 6155            Class Location: 2104 MLB 

Office Hours: TBA 

Phone: 734-763-6307           e-mail: amandair@umich.edu 

webpage: https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/amandair/ (Links to an external site.) 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Patterns of Prejudice examines the relationship between Race, Caste 
and Religion in two very different democracies, India and the United States. To do this, in the 
first part of the course,  we shall compare the historical struggles of two geographically 
disparate populations in India and the United States, namely, Indian Dalits (once known as 
Untouchables) and African Americans,  Through this comparison we probe the language and 
construction of race, nation, religion, color, and ethnicity, as well as the linkages between these 
categories. The juxtaposition of these very different locations and histories, each with its own 
public and private narratives of struggle, will allow us to analyze and discuss issues at the heart 
of public policy agenda, such as asylum, immigration, hate crimes and citizenship. The second 
part of the course will look at more recent forms of racial and religious profiling related to the 
effects of the post 9/11 War on Terror in both India and the United States. In this way the 
course will introduce students to systematic patterns of intolerance and chauvinism in Europe, 
India and the US – hence covering both Asia and the West. 

  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Attendance:  Class attendance is mandatory with unexcused absences resulting in grade 
reductions.  More than 2 unexcused absences will result in grade reductions as follows: 

3 absences – 1/2 grade 

4 absences – FULL grade 

5 absences – full grade 

6/7 absences - Fail 
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 COURSE ASSESSMENT 

Participation: This course will be conducted mainly as a seminar with occasional lecture 
material. All students are expected to read the assignments, briefly summarize the key ideas in 
the readings into short responses (see below) and send these responses to the assigned 
CTOOLS site prior to the lecture, present material in class, be prepared to ask questions and 
discuss the material. 

Laptop and Tablet Policy:  I do not allow either laptops or tablets in this class. All laptops and 
tablets must be put away. Students are required to take written notes. 

Written Assignments 

There will be two types of assignment: 

• Short Responses. Following each reading assignment students will prepare short responses 
that are due before each class.  These short-responses give students an opportunity to 
clarify their understanding of the reading assignments. The aim of these responses is not to 
try and decipher each and every line in the reading. Rather, you should try to identify 
and summarize the central ideas and concepts being argued by the authors. This can be 
done quickly and easily using ‘bullet points’ rather than extensive paragraphs. In addition to 
a few bullet points, each paper should adduce at least one key question that can be shared 
with the rest of the class for discussion. ALL students in the class, including the 
presenter,  are required to post their responses on Canvas  under the appropriate topic 
heading in the ‘Forums’ section.  Responses must be posted by 4pm of the evening prior to 
class or as instructed). All students are required to read and reflect on the posted questions 
before coming to class. This system will be implemented from week 2 onwards. 

• Individual Presentations: From week 3 onwards ALL students are required to lead a 
discussion by making a very short (10 min) presentation at least once to the rest of the 
class. In this way students will have the opportunity to lead a class discussion at least once 
in the semester. The presentation can in Powerpoint or similar format outlining the central 
argument, key concepts and the stakes for the author in the reading. Presenters should: (i) 
identify the main argument(s) in the readings, (ii) introduce key terms,  concepts and stakes 
important to the author’s argument, (iii) relate the reading to issues raised in previous 
readings. Students should also try to make a “critical intervention” in the assigned readings 
for that week. 

• Essay  (min 5-6 pages). There will be 1 such assignment. This paper is designed to test the 
students ability to analyze, compare and synthesize different readings and to use them to 
compose theoretically reflective papers.  Students are encouraged to use the notes and 
questions compiled in their “bullet point” papers as the basis for longer papers. 

  



Group Projects:  The class will be divided into small groups at the beginning of the semester. 
Each group is required to participate in a project. This year the projects will be centered around 
the application of central ideas discussed in this course to the re-emergence of the racial 
prejudice in the USA/India/Europe. …………    

Exam:    NO EXAM 

   

Grading: 

Attendance and Class Participation: 15% 

Short weekly Responses: 50% 

Individual Presentations: 10% 

5 Page Paper:    10% 

Group Projects: 15% 

  

 Final Grading: 

A: 95pts and above 

A-: 90-94 

B+: 85-89 

B: 80-85 

B-: 76-79 

C+: 70-75 

C: 65-69 

C-: 60-65 

D: 45-59 

F: below 45pts 

  

 Course Schedule 

  

Part 1:  Ideological Constructions of Race, Caste and Religion 



Week 1 

Preliminary Reading: Introduction to the course. 

Talking Points: Trump and Racism  &  “Charlottesville”  

• https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/17/the-hypocrisy-of-trumps-racism (Links to 
an external site.) 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/13/us/charlottesville-virginia-
overview.html?mcubz=3 (Links to an external site.) 

• “Charlelottesville’s Aftermath” Articles from the Economist Aug 19th 2017 (See FILES in 
CANVAS) 

  

Week 2:  India: Caste & Religion – an UnHoly Nexus; 

Lecture and Discussion:  Genealogies of Caste/Religion/Race – using India as an example; 

• http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/how-genetics-is-settling-the-aryan-migration-
debate/article19090301.ece (Links to an external site.) 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Aryan_migration_theory (Links to an external site.) 
• Nicholas Dirks: Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India, Princeton, 

2001; Introduction and Chapter 1 
• Laurie Patton, “Cosmic Men and Fluid Exchanges: Myths of Arya, Varna and jati in Hindu 

Tradition”, in Religion and the Creation of Race and Ethnicity, ed. Craig Prentiss, NYU Press, 
2003, pp 181-196 

• Surinder Jodkha, Caste in Contemporary India, London: Routledge, 2015. ‘Introduction’, 
Chapter 2, and Conclusion 

Weeks 3-4:    Conceptual Paradigms of Race: ethnicity, Class, Nationalism;  Race and 
Religion;    Problems of Development and Democracy;  Rhetorics of Freedom; 

• Robert Bernasconi, ed. Race, Oxford: Blackwells, 2001; chapter 1 “Who Invented the 
Concept of Race?” 

• Theodore Vial, Modern Religion, Modern Race, New York: Oxford University Press, 2016, 
selected chapters . 

• Michael Omi and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the United States, NY: Routledge, 
chapters 4 and 5. 

• George Yancey, “Race, Ethnicity and Religion”, in Oxford Handbook of Religious Diversity, 
NY: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

• Ann Burlein, Lift High the Cross: Where White Supremacy and the Christian Right Converge, 
chapter 1, 2 and 3. 

• Paul Harvey, “A Servant of Servants Shall He Be: The Construction of Race in American 
Religious Mythologies”, in Religion and the Creation of Race and Ethnicity, ed. Craig 
Prentiss, NYU Press, 2003. pp13-27 
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• Douglas Cowan, ‘Theologizing Race: The Construction of “Christian Identity”’, in Religion 
and the Creation of Race and Ethnicity, ed. Craig Prentiss, NYU Press, 2003. Chapter 7, pp 
112 - 123 

  

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-37924448 (Links to an external site.) 

Film Material:  short excerpts from: The History of Racism (BBC Documentary, 2hrs, 56 
min); The Double Conscious: Race and Rhetoric (PBS, 2011); 

NOTE: The aim of the first three weeks is to get the students familiarized with the current 
arguments about Race, Caste and Religion as ideological constructs.  The readings are chosen 
based on their succinctness and accessibility for students who may not be familiar with these 
arguments. Students will read the assignment and post a response summarizing what they take 
to be the critical terms and key points in these articles. Class discussion will begin by getting 
students to talk about their posts after which I will lecture for a short time to clarify points that 
remain misunderstood. Film materials (using short carefully chosen excerpts) will help to 
illuminate the class discussions. 

  

Part 2:        Juxtaposing Indian Dalits and African Americans 

NOTE:   For this section I have chosen Gyan Pandey’s A History of Prejudice because it provides 
a superb resource for comparing these two geographically and culturally distinct constituencies. 
His comparative study of race and caste helps students to deepen their understanding of 
prejudice per se, and to develop a more nuanced understanding of difference. Another helpful 
text is Tracy Fessenden’s Culture and Redemption: Religion, the Secular and American 
Literature, Princeton 2008. I have chosen two readings from this related to the treatment of 
race and religion in American fiction – see below.  Since writings on caste are not as prevalent 
as writings on race, I will also be using Christof Jaffrelot’s recent text The Rise of Lower Castes in 
India, Columbia, 2012, as an additional resource. Where possible I shall also be using films and 
documentaries  as an additional learning aid, and one that will help to illustrate our class 
discussions. 

Week 5 

Topics:  What are the pros and cons of juxtaposing African American and Dalit 
Histories?;  Prejudice as a Discourse of Difference; India’s Dalits; African Americans and African 
American Women; Struggles for Identity;  Difference and Otherness;  

Readings:    

• Gyan Pandey, A History of Prejudice: Race, Caste and Difference in India and the United 
States, Cambridge, 2013, Introduction, and chapter 1;  

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-37924448


• Christoph Jaffrelot, The Rise of Lower castes in India: the Silent Revolution, Columbia, 2012, 
chapter 1; 

Film Material:    

Gujarat: Caste and Outcaste, NDTV, 2011, 

http://www.cultureunplugged.com/play/900/Gujarat--Caste---Outcaste (Links to an external 
site.) 

  

Week 6 

Topics:   Dalit Conversions;  The Assertion of Sameness;  India’s Internal Colonization; 
Converting the Converter;  Reinscribing Difference through Statutory Laws; Law Minister from 
the Wrong Caste;  Religious Conversion;  Implications of Dalit Conversion;  A Different 
Sameness;  

Readings:     

• Gyan Pandey, A History of Prejudice: Race, Caste and Difference in India and the United 
States, Cambridge, 2013, chapters 2 and 3.;  

• Christoph Jaffrelot, The Rise of Lower castes in India: the Silent Revolution, Columbia, 2012, 
chapter 2. 

Film Materials: 

“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Caste” Rupesh Kumar, 
2009 http://www.cultureunplugged.com/play/3119/Twinkle-Twinkle-Little-Caste (Links to an 
external site.) 

  

  

Part 3:  Vulnerable Minorities post 9/11: 

Racial-Religious-Caste Profiling, Hate Crimes & Prejudice in India and the USA 

NOTE:   By the end of week 8, students should have acquired a sound historical understanding 
of the workings of main forms of prejudice in India and the USA. They are now in a good 
position to apply their knowledge to a more contemporary form of prejudice afflicting 
minorities in India and the USA, partly as a result of the so-called return of religion into the 
public sphere and partly as a consequence of the post 9/11 War on Terror . Within India, this 
has resulted in a unification of nationalist imaginary against ‘insider-outsiders’ – initially the 
Sikhs, but more recently India’s Muslims, resulting in new forms of racial and religious profiling. 
This kind of racial-religious profiling has also become a reality for new minorities in the USA, 

http://www.cultureunplugged.com/play/900/Gujarat--Caste---Outcaste
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such as Sikhs and Muslims (or South Asians in general). During weeks 9 and 10, students focus 
on this post-9/11 eruption within the Indian and Western imaginary (which includes Europe) 
that manifests itself in terms of a more sinister forms of racial-religious profiling.    

  

Week 7 

Topics:  Genocide in Gujarat;  the Post 9/11 Face of Indian Nationalist anti-Muslim and ant-Dalit 
Violence;  Indian Fantasies of Purity and Domination 

Readings:  selections from -   

• Martha Nussbaum, The Clash Within: Democracy, Religious Violence and India’s Future, 
Harvard, 2009; 

• Martha Nussbaum, The New Religious Intolerance: Overcoming the Politics of Fear in an 
Anxious Age, Harvard, 2013; chapters 1, 2 6 and 7. 

• Goldie Osuri, Religious Freedom in India: Sovereignty and (anti)-conversion, London: 
Routledge, 2013, chapters 1 and 2 

  

Weeks 8-9-10 

White Supremacy, the Religious Right and the Rise of Trump 

• Mark C. Taylor, After God, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008, chapter 6: 
“Recovering the Real”. 

• Clayton Crockett, "Jeb Stuart's Revenge: Rise of American Fascism", in The Sleeping Giant 
Has Awoken 

• Creston Davis, "The Cultural Logic of Evangelical Christianity" 
• Jeff Robbins, "Radical Religion and American Democracy" 
• William E. Connolly, Aspirational Fascism:  The Struggle for Multifaceted  Democracy Under 

Trumpism" 

  

Weeks 11-12  Profiling Minorities in post-9/11America 

Topics: Profiling Sikhs in India after 1982 in India and in post 9/11 USA;  The Profiling of Sikhs 
and Muslims Others in German Leitkulturalist Discourse; The 2012 Oak Creek Shooting in 
Wisconsin;  Media Manipulation of Affect and the Politics of Fear; 

Readings:  

• Mir, Toor & Mir: “Of Race and Religion: Understanding the Roots of Anti- 
• Muslim Prejudice in the United States”, Oxford Handbook of Religious Diversity, 2012. 



• Articles from the journal Sikh Formations, Vol 8.3, Vol. 9.1 and 9.2 
• Jasbir Puar, “The Turban is Not a Hat: Queer Diaspora and Practices of Profiling” in Terrorist 

Assemblages, Duke University press 2008; 
• Rita Verma, “The Town of Singh”, in Backlash: South Asian Immigrant Voices on the Margins 

Foreword by Michael Apple.Rotterdam, Netherlands: Sense Publishers;  
• Jaideep Singh, “The New American Apartheid”, Sikh Formations, 9.2 

  

Week 13:  

Epistemic Racism: "Can Non-Europeans Think?" 

readings from Hamid Dabashi, Walter Mignolo etc 

  

 


