
 
DRAFT SYLLABUS 

 
Asian Studies 550:  Critical Approaches to Asian Studies    Fall 2016 

 

Instructor:  Arvind Mandair    

Office:  6155 Thayer Building       

E-mail: amandair@umich.edu     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed strictly by appointment      

 

Class Hours/Location:  Monday 5:00-8:00 p.m. -   2155 NQ 

 

Instructor:  Arvind Mandair    

Office:  6012 Thayer Building       

E-mail: amandair@umich.edu     

Office Hours: Mon/Wed strictly by appointment      

 

Class Hours/Location:  Monday 5:00-8:00 p.m. (Faculty Visits from 5.10 to 6 pm) -   2265 NQ 

 

Course Description and Class Structure:     Asian 550 introduces incoming graduate students to current 
and emerging approaches within Asian humanities and humanistic social sciences. This class is required 
of all incoming PhD students in Asian Languages and Cultures, but MA and PhD students in other 
programs and departments are welcome.  In this seminar students are introduced to key concepts that are 
relevant to the comparative and critical study of Asia.  Rather than focusing on a particular region, 
historical period, or disciplinary perspective, the course seeks to equip students with tools essential for a 
sophisticated and compelling analysis of diferent regions, historical periods, and disciplinary perspectives.  
The syllabus offers a variety of strategies for understanding Asian cultures, pairing readings of key 
concepts in the humanities and social sciences with specific Asian materials.  The seminar is designed 
both to provide an introduction to Asian Studies as a field and to encourage the development of critical 
thinking skills.  Course readings consist of a combination of Concept Readings and empirical readings. 
The Concept Readings illustrate how a certain concept (e.g. ‘translation’) has been interrogated and 
applied in modern Asian studies and incorporate material that exemplifies theoretical, regional, 
disciplinary, and period specialties. The class itself will be divided into two periods. During the first 
period (approx. 1 hour) students will have the opportunity to meet and listen to a guest speaker from the 
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current ALC faculty who will be introducing a reading closely connected to the Concept Readings being 
discussed. This part of the class will allow students to become familiarized with the work of different 
ALC faculty.  The second half of the class will be focused on a close interrogation of the Concept 
Readings (for details see below).  In addition to the normal classes two weeks of the semester will be 
devoted to separate seminars that partially fulfil the Responsible Conduct of Research and Scholarship 
(RCRS) requirement.  It also fulfills one half of the Responsible Conduct of Research and Scholarship 
(RCRS) requirement, which is required of all PhD students.   

 

Course Requirements: 

Presentation on the Readings or proposal: 10% 

Weekly responses, presentation, discussion: 40% 

Peer reviews of classmates’ grant proposals: 10% 

First Draft of Grant Proposal: 10% 

Final Draft of Grant: 40%  

Visiting faculty: The lead instructor will invite other faculty members to visit the graduate seminar for one 
of the three hours of most meetings. The visiting faculty member would be responsible for introducing a 
work or set of works that exemplifies a particular method or approach.  

 

Schedule of Readings, Assignments, and Activities 

Each week students are expected to read, in varying combinations, a portion of a monograph and/or a 
selection of articles. The aim is to introduce students, where possible, to contemporary research in Asian 
Studies that utilizes the major concept being examined each week. You will be expected to focus in 
particular on the scope and form of the arguments, major theoretical interventions and the use and range 
of sources. The course is conducted as a seminar.  Students are expected to complete all the readings and 
to participate in class discussion in an active and informed manner.  

Each week you will be asked to write a short reaction paper, no more than 2 pages, using bullet points to 
summarize the assigned readings.  These reaction papers should provide a concise rendering of the aims 
and argument of the text or texts.  Were those aims achieved, and was the argument compelling?  You 
may call into question a particular point in the text that is intriguing or troubling, or suggest how this text 
raises larger questions for the study of Asia.  At the end of the reaction paper you are required to add one 
or two questions arising from your reading(s), which can be shared with the class. These papers are to be 
submitted on the appropriate Forums section, via CTOOLS, by 6 pm the evening before class.  

Students will take turns to begin the discussion about the readings with classmates. On the evening before 
class, the group presenting the following day will post an ‘agenda’ noting key terms in the assigned 
readings and outlining questions for discussion. 



Toward the end of the semester, you will be required to write either a 10 page grant proposal for a future 
research project.  The grant proposal should outline a problematic relevant to your field and explore how 
that problematic might be approached.  This proposal should include a succinct review of the relevant 
theoretical and secondary literature, and a description of the primary sources to be examined. The essay 
should address specific primary and/or secondary materials in your field and should do so in the spirit of 
the critical discussions that will have transpired over the course of the seminar.  An abstract with 
preliminary bibliography for the project is due in early November, and the final project will be turned in 
on the last day of class. Students will give brief oral presentations of their projects for the final session of 
our seminar. 

Grading will be based on the quality of the reaction papers and seminar presentations, the quality of 
classroom participation throughout the seminar, the quality of the final written project, and the quality of 
the final presentation.   

Please be advised against falling behind in the course, as the success of the seminar depends upon the 
sustained and informed engagement of all its participants; be aware, too, that incompletes will not be 
given except in truly extraordinary circumstances.   

 

Week 1   09/12    Course Introduction/Archaeologies of Knowledge 

Class Orientation 

Concept Readings: 

• Hubert Dreyfus and Paul Rabinow, “The Archeology of the Human Sciences” in Michel 
Foucault: Beyond Structuralism and Hermeneutics, Chicago: Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1982.  

• Nicholas Dirks, “Colonization of the Archive”, chapters 4 to 6, in Castes of Mind: Colonialism 
and the Making of Modern India (2001) 

• Bernard Cohn, Colonialism and its Forms of Knowledge: The British in India, Delhi: Oxford 
University Press (selections from this monograph) 
 

No Faculty Presenter this week 

 

 

 

 

Week 2   09/19    Modernities 

Concept Readings:  



• Dilip Gaonkar, “On Alternative Modernities” in Alternative Modernities, Duke University Press, 
2001 

• Harry Harratoonian, “Ghostly Comparisons”, Traces, Vol 3, pp 39-52 
• Sun Ge, “In Search of the Modern: Tracing Japanese Thought on “Overcoming Modernity’”, 

Traces, pp 53-76 
• Leo Ou-fan Lee, “Shanghai Modern: Reflections on Urban Culture in China in the 1930’s”, in 

Alternative Modernities, pp 86-122 

Faculty Presenter and Reading:  

• Miranda Brown, Art of Medicine in Early China: The Ancient and Medieval Origins of a Modern 
Archive (2015) 

 

Week 3  09/26  Performance and Performativity 

Concept Readings:  

• Sarah Salih, “On Performance and Performativity”, in Sexualities and Communication 
• Reginald Jackson, “Dying in Two Dimensions”, Project Muse, Mechandemia, Vol. 7, 2012, 

University of Minnesota Press 
• Emily Wilcox, “Beyond Internal Orientalism” Journal of Asian Studies, 75.2, May 2016, pp363-

386 

Faculty Presenters 

• Reggie Jackson 

 

Week 4   10/03  Translation 

Concept Readings: 

• Lydia Liu, “The Problem of Language in Cross Cultural Studies”, Translingual Practice, Stanford 
University Press, 1996.pp 1-42 

• Wan Shun Eva Lam, “The Question of Culture in Global English Language Teaching: A 
Postcolonial Perspective”, in Tokens of Exchange, ed. Lydia Liu., pp375-97. 

• Michael Dutton, “The Trick of Words: Asian Studies, Translation and the Problems of 
Knowledge”, from Positivism in the Social Sciences, ed. George Steinmetz, Duke, 2005.  

• Naoki Sakai, “The Problem of ‘Japanese Thought’: The Formation of ‘Japan’ and the Schema of 
Cofiguration” in Translation and Subjectivity, Minnesota University Press, 1997. 

Faculty Presenter this week: TBA 

 



 

Week 5   10/10    RCRS, Module 1 – on the ethics of Translation Practice 

Faculty presenters: Christi Merrill and Youngju Ryu 

 

Week 6  10/17    Fall Study Break 

 

Week 7:   10/24   Colonialism/Postcoloniality  

Concept Readings: 

• Edward Said, Orientalism (1978),……… 
• Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe, Princeton, 2000  (selections from) 
• Partha Chatterjee, Nationalist Thought and the Postcolonial World (1986)  (selections from) 

Faculty Presenter: 

• Se-Mi Oh and Varuni Bhatia 

 

Week 8   10/31  Diaspora, Migration and Border Crossings 

Concept Readings: 

• Stéphane Dufoix, “The loss and the link: a short history of the long-term word ‘diaspora’”, in 
Diasporas Reimagined Spaces, Practices and Belonging, edited by Nando Sigona, Alan Gamlen, 
Giulia Liberatore and Hélène Neveu Kringelbach, Oxford Diasporas Program 2013 

• Yuk Wah Chan, Hybrid diaspora and identity-laundering: a study of the return overseas Chinese 
Vietnamese in Vietnam, Asian Ethnicity, 2013 Vol. 14, No. 4, 525–541 

• Filomeno V. Aguilar Jr., “Is the Filipino Diaspora a Diaspora?”, Critical Asian Studies, Vol. 47, 
Issue 3, 2015 

• Nicholas Van Hear and Giulia Liberatore, “Shifting forms of diaspora engagement among the Sri 
Lankan Tamil diaspora”, in  Diasporas Reimagined Spaces, Practices and Belonging, edited by 
Nando Sigona, Alan Gamlen, Giulia Liberatore and Hélène Neveu Kringelbach, Oxford Diasporas 
Program 2013 

Faculty presenter: TBA 

 

Week 9:   11/07  Religion 



Concept Readings: 

• “Introduction” from The Invention of World Religions, Tomoko Masuzawa, Chicago, 2005, pp. 1-
21 

• “The Invention of Religion” from The Myth of Religious Violence, William T. Cavanaugh, Oxford: 
2008 

• Jason Ananda, The Invention of Religion in Japan, Chicago University Press, 2014 (select 
chapters) 

Faculty Presenters: 

• Juhn Ahn  
 

Week 10:   11/14  ‘World Literature’ Meets ‘World Religion’ 

Concept Readings:  

• Zhange Ni, “The Aporia of Japan’s Orient & Endo Shusaku’s Posthuman Pagan Theology”, in 
World Religion Meets World Literature: The Pagan Writes Back, University of Virginia Press, 
2015 

• Zhange Ni, “The Pagan Problem in Modern China and Gao Xingjian’s ‘Wild Man’ Series”, in World 
Religion Meets World Literature: The Pagan Writes Back, University of Virginia Press, 2015 

• Manav Ratti, “Postsecularism and Prophecy: Salman Rushdie’s Satanic Verses” in The 
Postsecular Imagination: Postcolonialism, Religion and Literature, Routledge, 2013 
 

Faculty presenter: 

• Jonathon Zwicker 

 

Week 11    11/21   Thanksgiving Break 

 

Week 12  11/28     RCRS, Module 2 – archival research and citation  

Faculty presenters: David Rolston, Micah Auerback 

 

 

Week 13   12/05    Gender 



Concept readings: 

• Tani Barlow, The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism, Duke University Press, 2014, pp 
37-63.  

• Tani Barlow, Spheres of Debt & Feminist Ghosts in Area Studies of Women in China”, Traces, 
Vol 1, 2001. 

• Gayatri Spivak, French Feminism in an International Frame,  

Faculty presenter: S.E. Kile  

  

Week 14   12/12   Workshop for the Proposals   

 

 

 

** The final draft of your proposal is due on December 15  
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